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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM
THE BIBLIOPHILES' ARMCHAIR

A GOOD YEAR

1S A VERY AVERAGE FILM
FOR A GREAT DIRECTOR
AND AN EVEN BETTER STAR
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Inspire adults

“The Twulve Davs of
Christmas: Unwrapping tha
Gilis® by Curtis G. Almiguiad
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nual of Chri Li

Pak This book
affwrs an inapirational mas-
sage of hopo that inclodes
the tapics of love, rovela
Lion, forgiveness, joy. hope
humility, companionship,
wrativnde and pesce

=& Cop ol Christmas
Tin™ w 1 by Ton Hiwgy
wndd illustentod by War-
run Hanson, published by
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in itm 25th year. this New
York Timun Hestoallor n
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aunt ol Christ-
mastime and tho
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written and i
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Gifts for girlfriends
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ambrace evervday
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tuxtur make this & grout
wilt,

“Cominet and Joy™ by
Kristin Hannah and pub-
lishod by Ballantine, Thers
ars Limns in avery person's
" ke wehura thay

would like 1o
start over This
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need something 1o

do nfter you're off the
clock? check Soulhwes!
Saturday for the latest
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your areal

& wondarfol Christman mys
Tety that is both sinistor wud
hopuiul. Hur vivid charac.
hers windd s of tine wnd
Phuew helps you loss your
sell ins the story. (Mysinry)

For middle school

to young adult
“Notes from the Mid-
night Driver” by |ordan
Sonnunblbick is published
by Scholastie Press, Gaarwl
towards ages 10 1o 1A
And you thisk yon're lile
Ii» tough. 16.your-old Alux
Grigory mincaluulated the
nonsupionces of Tijgr
o now ha's doing hard
tima in w0 nursing homn al.
tonding tn Sal, a cantanker
our old cormudgeon who's
the last chaptes of
0. Sonnenblick deliv
wrd @ groal, guirky story
with snappy patter roppod
wp nicely ina lilo lesson,

“1I'd Tull You | Love You,
But Then I'd Have
You" by Ally Carte
pubilishad by Hyparion,
Carmmbe Morgan is & se-

" i tharch

the stary of Christmas Eve,

wuigie of Christmms snd
when she meuie Santa
Claus, she has many qins-
Nions and & wish lor hor
beat Iriend. Sarah. (Middle
Ruador)
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tha fourth book in (b EF
worrion. PEEF and Iha Hahy
Sistur colabratu the chang-
Ing dynamics of & family
with tha introduction of

u nevw wibling In " Silent
Night™ PEEF and Santa

aro ited in this warm
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berfuages while rending il
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blow your cover
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is & book
that will
twach and
enteriain, Waich the excite-
ment bulld and the desire
1o lumrn and explore grow,
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by Schaluatic Pross, wlls
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about knowing who you ure
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written by Tom Hegg, il
lustratnd by Warean Hanson
and published by Waldman
Houen Prass. “The Mark ol
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less and universal thomes.
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twoun futher i
vl el o lggnecy of
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A GOOD YEAR
(PG-13)
etk (OF 5)

Reviewed by
Daniel E. Jennis

Hunsanl| Crovn has made s
carver onil ol playing dynam
ic ol Mawed charmoiors. 1o
was & glaciator with an ex
ounce ol peidv. s math

o by the appuarance
i e (Abibia

rl-mnr- legitimats daugh-
tor and tha rightful heir in
the vineyard

The heart of the film
wonoems the trensformation
ihat Skinsier undergoos as he
ivacquaints himsell with the
elneyard and beging 1o rlive
the mvmures that concern &
childhood spent with his
mischiwvous anil fun-Joving
uneln

At tha snme fime, Skinner
meats up with a baautitul
Tocal waitress [Marion Conl
lard] whe sticmipls 1o change

vacation
Iwestor tn yusation his esis-
Tenvoet nid considher the possi-
Iibity of & future in Franee
The film's message is
certainly sweel and heart-
warming, vyt the director
often treats the matorial with
beowrish indif instmad

cal genivs unable 1o sscape
the horroes of his illnoss,
and 4 boxer whose love ol
family pushed him inta the
wink ons last time. Bul in "A
Gonid 'Y N

tame, though
reasonabiiy
wull-mmide ro-

again  pairs
Crows  and
dirscine Rid:
oy Seotl, the

nor flawed | ~-
P T ——

of sxcited endorsement

However, “A Good Year™
Is ochnically very sound. and
poasesses o clissy and sophis-
ticated mood. The comudy is
wall mcocuted.
and contains
& strong de-
groe of chorm
and wil that
I mminiscant
W ol a classic
Heplbum-Tracy
enmedy.

The cinwma-
tography beauti-
fully highlights
(e sun-bathed
- | Prenchlandscape
< | and the nenlly

bulld w po-
bt mbosry i
Crows playe Max Skine
ner, & British investment
heoker who isn’t above
manipulating the steck
markel in order 10 maka &

wor asaisl him in hia Insider
traiding soduavors, and he
Teseele thnd bt Laecks the time 1n
da wnything other than work

anil cslubreals his grod
Allur an sspaocially pral-
itablis day on (hs markal,
Skinnur roceives & notice
that his Uncle Henry 1AL
bort Fianuey) has diod and
willod the businessman his
lavish vinuyard in Provence.
France Skinner Hios lo
France in order to hastily
soll the place, bt balore he
can sign thu comect forms.

— il

of the qmu-hug
vinmyard, In addition, the
slowspacnd dirsetion eflne.
tively jidiapoiss the frantic
Landon stmosplnge with the
relaxed and lnisumby spirit of
France,

Croww turns in & decent,
ihaugh nat remarkable perioe
mince, and provides 8 strong
enaugh anchor lor the ralher
bland storyline. Although hs
Is mapressive and charming
s usual, L ean’ halp but fusl
thal Crowe's acting is forced
at timis, as if hois just going
through the motlons, whils
proparing to move on 1o his
rwrad film

1f this is the case. | can’t
roally blame him A Good
Yoar™ is a very average film
for & grest director and an
evon betiee star.

POT ROAST, A CLASSIC AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD

By Philip 5

in leaner and bolder and can
b madn 8 day in advanco
The [ollowing day the end
rosult is & dish with more
romplex flavor and lexture,
I remove all the beof fat and
et the large ahu.l ru—l ot

24 pounds, beof chuck roast
1 tablospoons exira virgin
olive oil

2 ublespoons canols oll

1 cup ondon, simall dies

% cup celery, small dice

S cup earrnd, emall dice

The rasts are suarned oo all
ninln in h-rl-l;-lthy Tt pro-

1 tablespoon fowr
4 garlie cloves, mineed
2 hlespoon lomain pasts
1

Vi botiom of the pan. Thesa
caramellznd [uiows becnme
part of the Anishad sauce fls-
waredl with sherry, sspresso
nnd gontly simmend; croaling
a delichous, colnrful, anil fork
tondur pot roast. Serve with
faelic mashed potatoes, ovin
romted voguiables, red wine.
un:l w will 1 Sreplece,

Ax wa muike the tranai-
ton from fall into winter
samn of my favorile com.
fiooet bivenchs arw boms expensive
cutsof beaf, pork. lamb, and
pouliry bralsed In he
onlons, carmols, colory, wine
and Ireah herha. As o child
I have fonid memaries of
my mother's pot foast on 5
cold chilly day. My version

ovinrs o privates
dinswr parties and teaches
privals ar group cooking
lessons. He con be reoched

¥ ) ground
finu

1 tahlespoan fresh thyme

2 bay loavas

‘4 cup dlry sheery o rd wine
1% quart homemsde or storm-
Beught quality ehickon stock

Hursurudish for garish

Method
With & boning knife trim
all excass fat off roast snd
el in fonr quartors. Prahoat
heavy duty brazing pan on
mnll hlgh hnat. Sprinkle in-
dual roasts with sali and

or (612] 4020656 To
&we  past recipes, visil
wivw ltsgosauthwest com

Pan Seared
Braised Pot Roast
Ingrodiants

popper Add twao tablespoons
aof the oils in pan. Place most
in hot pan soesoned side down
lor 4 minutes. Lightly season
topaide with salt and pepper.
i, sar anved brown mmet for
ahoul 4 minuios. Brown the

olhar Lue siilns an will. Tolal

soar thno s about 12 min:
uies. Hemove pan searcd
roasts and set sside. Add
remaining 2 iablespoons
of olls, onions, carruls,
and colery on baw hoat, Stir
on and off with 8 wooden
apoan picking wp all the

Idwn brown hite off the

tom of the pan. Turn
heat to low-med and add
Nour. Cook about 3 min-
utes, stirring frequently.
Add garlic. cook and stir
1 minute, Add lomate
praty, wise, thyms, and
hay lmaves, cook and stir
1 minute. Add chicken
beoth and bring th a slin-
mar. Adidl roasta, reservid
julces, cover and simmor
shouil 3% 10 4 hours on low.
Chack mawnt—it should be
tendor bul with a little
tivture, not falling apart
Remove weal and cover
in warm area. Sorve with
garlic mashod potatoos and
ovea-roasied vegetables.
Ladle reducod saucn vy
ol and wrouid potaines
Top with a lnsspoon of
horsarmlish,
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