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The Twin Cities Top 10

These 10 leaders on the Minneapolis-Sc. Paul literary scene
play an essential role in decermuning which books become
regional besesellers,

1 Linda Myers has been executive direcgor for the Loft,
the mise prominent literary center an the mation, fof the
past decade, She is one of the guiding forces Behinad both
Cpen Bk amd Talking Yolumes

2 An lIIIH_‘J.I'th.I.TI.IH Lrarrisciy Kaalloar s HII"II'II."HIH "||i:-|||_
Kadsn [ErE rams, Prairae Flovs {.".'m’_l'.'-.m'r".rr amie] A drfr
Almarar, both of which air nagionally on MPR, can make
m}r_inml asithaes ingar marsenal hirs

3 CEC Drenn Linn has doubled che sales ar Consortium
since the Fermeer investmene banker rarmed catfish
farmer bowghe the company theee years ago

Mimwenialis Sere- Tridwar book edivoe Sacah T, Williams

prevviches Bocal aughors and puliishers ample coverage both
ooy amud off the book page. Williams also is o mugor player in cthe
Talking Volumes prograrm,

A founcer ard chicf organizer of the Twin Crises Boak

Festival, Eric Lorberer also edits Rars T, a quar-
werly publicatson that reveews literary foton and nonficeion
and puns autlsoe cvents all over the metio area.

Susan Walker, executive director, Midwest Booksellers
Association, is a tireless advocate for MBA members. She
also gs the mastermind behind che MBA trade show, beld in
5. Paul each fall.

Thanks 2o Julie Arthur Sherman, regional bayer for
Barmes & Moble, local and regional publishers” offerings are

well sopreiented on B&N shelves i the area

Mary Ann Grossmann, leng-time book critec for the 5i

Pasl Premoer Preno, has always given loas of ink oo local
aut by aned regional publishers,

An interview with WODO mdi peraonalicy Chardie Boone
can cause a significant jump in an suchor’s book sales in rhe
shwrw's broadcast area.

Caty Pages managing ecicor Michacl Torrorello sedeon books
for review 1o this alvernacive weekly, He also decides whach

author evenis get hyped on the paper’s soaghc-after “A Liss,”
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unrversal themes.

There's even a small press in own
that publishes bouks on Ogibwe lan-
guage, history and literarure, Birchbark
Press was founded in 20602 by local
author and bookseller Lowsse Erdrich,
wli is hersell Mative American

Location, Location,
Location

Many attribute the virality of the Twin
Crses publishing scene o rhe presence
of a bughly educared and lirerary-mirded
work: foree: 429 of the population holds
a bachelor's degree o higher. Five of the
L4 local colleges and wniversicies oiter
writing  poograms, frem Macalesrer
College’s topsnotch program for wrdee-
graduaies oo Hamline Universitys and
the LUlniversiry ol Minnessra=Twin
Citwes” presoigios MEA programs

Anad chien cheres chie Laofr, describsed
by many as rhe hearr and soul of che
local Bicerary scene. The Lofr has oiened
wrering ¢lasses snd orher PrOEELms b
mare than 30 years. More than 140,040
people srended Lofr-sponsssed cvents
in the past vear, wich 5,500 of those rak-
g wriring ¢lasses froom vhe Likes of Kioa
Dove, Michael Cunningham  and
Maxine Hong Kingston

Literacure is alsn & hiF part o v
professenal scene in the zrea, with
1 9 {H] |'h.‘1:|i|]|' l'm|1||:|:,.l_'¢t in F||.|E'|-|ih.|li|!|g
fexclucling Inverner publishing) sn the
grearer Twin Ciries merrapalican area
That's 1.1% at gl toeal moa-farm waork
|:|Id'1_l_' |.'1'I.'|‘1||.|:|r\:| ifi |||.||.'|.|15.|!|||'|g—;| |,'r|_1-
centage thar mureoes the 1.1%F working
in publishing in che New York Ceey
n'.r|n||mlum:|| i

The Twin Cirws” physical location
between the couases anay alse play a
rresjar fobe on the groweh and seabalivy of
the industey a3 whole, Frona MoCrae,
wha worked dor Faber & Faber in Boston
before mowing to Se. Paul 10 years ago
o heasd Grraywolf, consaders ehat being
i Amcraca’s lwartland offors juse as
Freaiy opportmnitae for local publishers
as it slocs challeniges,

“It's  far  coough  away  from



Manharran thar ir's becosmse s own cem-
ter; it's not under New York's shedow,
Here FuHl Can [+ rlmh.l'l!l J|:.|| r'|:;|“_' :|'|_||:|'
own rales,” MoCrae says,

“Ir s a challenge 1o keep up with
yvour congecrs,” she adds. “Bur we all
rravel to Mew York Ciry, we all make a
bot of appmanements while we'ee there,
We'se part of the national conversagion.”

Adarn Leener, wha heads one of the
Tain Cines” largest howses, 15 more
blunt, declaging., “It's a dafferene msodel
o dboang bt ness bere, one you can't do
in Mew York, I wouldn’y be feasible.

“Look ar Lermer Publisling,” be con-
vinuecs. “We have a total of 250,000
suiadne fect of space in four busldings-
our offices, cur bandery and our ware-
hisise—in downoown Minneapolis, e
could never do what we're doing bere in
rislrown Manhattan,”

Leener Publishing, which publashes
150 children's eitles per year for the
erade, library and classroom markets,
books in

HII“H‘HHH 2 ]‘Il\'l.ll,!.' MO MENY resOurees in

produces 9%%  of g

such close proximity ensures o quick
arwd inexpensave turnarownd on projects,
such as Pape fobw Pawd I by Alison
Behnke, orginally scheduled for an
October pub date, which was pashed up
to this month after the pope died

Minnesota Nice

“There's definitely a spiric of helpdul-
fis,” Judy Galbraich, publisher of Free
Sparie, a Fforeprofic press, declores
“We've passed manuscripes on oo
Hacelden [located norch of che Twin
Cutres metro areal, or had manusc riprs
sent us by Lerner, because we'll see
something we like and respecr tha
might not be right for us, buer mighe be
right for a colleague, We're all very sup-
MErTIvEe of each orher and seould like
each other to scceed .

Foundarion amd conporate sugssorn for
the licerary ares has played a coucial role
in crearing a culoure in which pashlishers
callaborare, nior just wirh each ogher, bao
with rhe larger communiny. This past
{iscal vear, suppoet far the I:rn,-r.nrg, A5 Ol
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the part of the throe major local founds
tions—HBush, MeBnight and Jerome

topped § 1 mallion, while the Minnesora
State Arts Board allocated $2 18 (06 ca

boeal lsterary nonprofics.

Open Book Opens
Doors

The Crpen Book communicy literary cen-
ter i downrown Minneapalis is a physi-
cal symbaol of the ongoing collsborrion
between ehe Liverary and philsnchropic
communities that has made the Twin
Citses a booming bub of licerary scrivicy

In fact, many ceedic che opening of
Chpeit Book five years ago as providing

Crrayusdlr Froma AoCrae = We'ne parr af ty
Rt reirriarficn.

the spark rhar ignived an alpcady lour-
|'|I|Iﬂll.! ||I|'!'J.r:|. RCCHIE I|‘|,.|1'5. |J|:'|.'|_'|_l_-|'\-|:h|l
owver the |:u.'|.l: AjIREFTCH |_|_'||F-||1:.'

Cipen ool planvued a Mag for the Lie-
crary ams an the Twin Cities,” Hillary
“.rr'\'-l"._ 'l.Tllel,Tl;I'-. '"'""""J':“I.I': |_I|“\'_|J_l]'_
recalls, 'Tlu-nr AR fjow a i'tl}"ul'idl Speie
o Creage new ool laboratons, break down
walls J.II|| Erl'll'lj: 1!|l|l:ll,-|'|r l'u;\-l;il{up ml',:['[hl:'r
Ie made people realiee that ehe literary
ares are a fundarmental part of the Tain
Ciries ams scene, 1 ompowered all of us.”

Two Major Indies Fold

A sgpomg @ the bosk culture 13 in che
Parny Civies, 1t hasn’t been enough
sustaan Cwo of e wiea's besi loved inede-
pensbent bookstores, St Faul-based The
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Ruminator, one of the pacion's leg-
I.'I'I|.|uI!|' l'H'H:-]{".I:u!'n_ '\-|'||,.|: £+ ill.ﬂ_lr'} (104}
July 2%, Jibid, afrer 34 years in busi-
FEEs h.'-e:w .1I'|||rh|:1' .M P,||,|| tuuﬂ:nlmrl
Bound ro Be Read Books, 15 scheduled
o i lome |'|I'|_]1I|:|. 27

The closings raised concerns thar the
Twein Ceraes, despite s strong commoamy
and highly cducared populace, might
nit b able po sustain a large indepemd-
en bookstore, One pablicise ac a large
Mew York house says that she s now
reluceant to send liecrary authors o the
Twin Ciries unless they are selected for
Minnesorta Public Badio’s influencial
Talking Valumes book club.

Mevertheless, author cvents are seill
guing serong in the Twin Cieies, Many
of the meost succesaiul programs are tak-
ing place ot independent bookseore
that have developed a foyal customer
basc by fAlling a niche. The Red
Ballon, & childeens boukstore,
attracted maore than 7O patrons o i
two-day 2tk anmiversary celebracion
lase MNovember, while Uncle Hugo's
Science Fiction Bookstore drew more
than 200 patrons toa reading by Lavrell
K. Hamilten this spring. Once Upon a
Crime hosted 300 fans for an alverncon
of readings by 32 mystery writers in
March and 130 came v o reading by
Jubin Sandiord last moarh, A reading by
LS. Poet Laureate Ted Kooser ar a
Minneapolis church in April  drew
| (K} poople.

Beariomal Public Radio personal ivy—
amad Minnesotan—~Larrison Keillor is
duang his pare by bringing rwo aurhoss
together each month o converse amd
read from dheir work in frong of a live
Pauls  1,00M)-5¢a1
Fitzgerald  Thearre The r.in,-r.ulr

ndience &t A

Friendships series kicked wlf ios firse sea-
wion b0 January with authors Kobernn FI.I:.'
anel Drnald Flall

The Rake, o monchly cultural ares
magazine, is collaboraring with the Loft
amid  the University of  Minnesora
Epaksinge in |'|r|r||.;:r|i._- rofange authors,
bnskes and lescal J.|I|.|||'|'||'|_'\ |||_|:|1|:-|_'r 1.|.'|I||
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a Minneaglis bar,






