UND president’s son writes for children

Book signing
Saturday

Rick Kupehella, aulhor and
weekend anchor of KARE 11 in
Minneapolis, will be reading
his new book, “Tell Mo What
We Did Today” and signing cop-
ics in Barnes & Noble Univer-
sity Store [rom noon until 2 pan
Saturday.

The slore
i% located at
T Hamline
St. The book
1% $15.9 and
ix published
by Tnstan,
Golden Val-
loy, Minn,
For more in-
formation,
call T77-2746.
For p sneak
peek of the ook, visil www iris-
Lanpublishing com.

Kupchella
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Itick Kupchella, who will be reading
amed sl g:mé}hing his first book Satur
day in Grand Forks, says he writes on
adrenaling,

- Kupchella is the son of UND Presi-
dent Charles and Adele Kupchella.
And he 15 a weekend anchor and news
man for KARE 11 TV in the Twin Cit-
ies.

In hiz day joby, Kupchella somelimes
starts with meetings at 7 am. By the
end of the day, he often is dragging. Bul
when the lights go on and it's time for
him to anchor the 10 pm. news, he says
he comes alive,

“Zoom, you are on,” he says, When
he mels home, he's slll hvped up. So he
unwinds by going to his oflice at home
and writing.

His first book, “Tell Me What We Did
Today,” grew out of his parenting style
wilh his bwo daughlers — Caroline, 8,
and Elizabeth, 4. He has a way of teas
ing the girls and when he asks them
abwul their day he makes up things
that never could have happencd. Then
they tell him what they really did.

Kupchella says the book i5 32 pages
of whimsy. The: book 15 beautifully il-
lustrated by Warren Hansen. He
earlier teamed up with Tom Heps on
“Cup of Christmas Tea,” which sold
more than L5 million copies. Recep-
tion of “I'ell Me Whal We Did Today”
has been unbelievable, Kupehella sayvs.
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In it first weeks, 6,000 books sold
quickly. The book is published by Tris-
Lan Publishing, o new spocially book
company bascd in Golden Valley,
Minn. The company publishes bools
with a message thal touch poople’s
hearts and lives.

Kupchella currently is working on a
second children's book with Tristan
Publishing thatl focuses on empowering
young mirls. Having two daughlers in-

gpired him to find hiﬁ}‘;ﬂpmﬁiu women
o participale in the book To date, he
has secured Sandra Day O'Connor, the
first woman on the T1S, Supreme
Court; Sally IRide, the first woman to be
an astronaul; and Jackie Joyner Ker-
see, the Olympic athlete once dubbed
the fastest woman in the world, Kup-
chella looks for release of the book a
year fromnow. .
Kupchella and his wifc, Teslie, lead
a busy, visible life in the Twin Cities.
She is press seeretary to Minnesola
Gov. Tim Pawlenty. Kupchella spends
half of his Lime researching, wriling
and cditing news stories and hatf of his
lime as an anchor, He has been recog:
nized for execellence in hroadeasting by
New York Intermational Film FFestival,
Chicago Regional Emmy Awards and
the Gamnett Corporation. He started in
broadcasting as a sophomore in high
=chool ol Murny, K’L'.'_, doing volunleer
wark for publie radio, He moved into
reporting as an intemn for NBC and
eamed degrees in political scienee and
broadcasting from Murray State Uni-
versily. His work in the news business
took him from the Voice of Amenica
Radio Network to the While House
Press comps, AP Radio Network and
CBS Evening Nows in New York
. Kupchella has been in the Twin Cit-
ics sinec 19689, The family lives in Lhe
suburh of Golden Valley, His family
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gets up to Grand Forks a couple of
times a year o visil his parents. Their
first visil came when his father was -
aupurated as president of UND four
vears ago. Al that time, there were so
many family members that they used a
bus to get them around the campus and
the cily 1o the varions celebrations.

The next time Kupchella brought his
family to Grand Forks, his daughler
Caroline asked, “Will we be riding
around in the bus again?™

Reach Hagerty at mhagerty@gra mid-
couned ar telephone T72-1055 amnd
7O 1M,



